EVOLVAGE - Ways to Go to College for Free

Pursuing higher education without incurring significant debt is a goal for many Americans.
Several avenues can help achieve this, including domestic programs and opportunities abroad.
Here's a comprehensive list:

1. Tuition-Free Colleges in the United States

Some U.S. institutions offer tuition-free education, often in exchange for work or service
commitments:

Alice Lloyd College (Kentucky): Provides free tuition to students from specific

Appalachian counties.

Berea College (Kentucky): Offers a no-tuition promise to all students, requiring them to
participate in a work-study program.

College of the Ozarks (Missouri): Known as "Hard Work U," students work on campus to
cover tuition costs.

Curtis Institute of Music (PA): All students attend on full scholarship

Deep Springs College (California): A two-year college that covers tuition, room, and
board in exchange for labor and self-governance participation.

Barclay College (Kansas): Offers full-tuition scholarships to all resident students.
University of New Hampshire: The Granite Guarantee financial aid program makes it
possible for qualified New Hampshire students to pay no UNH tuition
Warren Wilson College (NC): Work college provides full scholarships to NC residents in
need

Webb Institute (NY): Engineering school provides full tuition scholarships

Williamson College of the Trades (PA): All male college provides full scholarships for

associates degrees in trade

2. State-Specific Free Tuition Programs

Several states have implemented programs offering free tuition to residents, often without
income restrictions:

Arkansas: The Arkansas Future Grant provides funding for students pursuing degrees
in high-demand fields.

California: The California College Promise Program offers free tuition to first-time,
full-time students at California community colleges.

Connecticut: The Pledge to Advance Connecticut program allows eligible first-time,
full-time students to attend a community or technical college tuition-free.

Delaware: Delaware’s SEED (Student Excellence Equals Deagree) Scholarship Program
is a tuition scholarship for Delaware high school graduates enrolled full-time in an
associate degree program at Delaware Technical Community College or the University of
Delaware’s Associate in Arts program.


https://alc.edu/
https://www.berea.edu/
https://www.cofo.edu/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/slideshows/tuition-free-colleges?slide=7
https://www.deepsprings.edu/
https://www.barclaycollege.edu/
https://www.unh.edu/financialaid/granite-guarantee
https://www.warren-wilson.edu/
https://www.webb.edu/
https://williamson.edu/
https://sams.adhe.edu/scholarship/details/ARFUTURE
https://www.cccapply.org/en/money/california-college-promise-grant
https://www.ct.edu/admission/free
https://www.dtcc.edu/admissions-financial-aid/financial-aid-scholarships/types-aid/seed/

e Indiana: The Workforce Ready Grant offers tuition and fee coverage for students
attending Ivy Tech Community College, Vincennes University, Indiana Institute of
Technology, or other approved institutions.

e Kentucky: The Work Ready Kentucky Scholarship provides funding for tuition and fees
for programs that prepare students for high-paying, in-demand careers. The scholarship
covers up to 60 credit hours and is available to Kentucky residents who have a high
school diploma or are working toward a GED.

e Louisiana: The Taylor Opportunity Program for Students offers scholarships to
Louisiana residents attending public colleges and universities, institutions within the
Louisiana Community and Technical College System, approved proprietary and
cosmetology schools, and schools affiliated with the Louisiana Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities.

e Massachusetts:

o Massachusetts Reconnect is a program designed for eligible adults aged 25 and
older.It covers community college tuition and fees and also provides an
allowance for books and supplies.

o MassEducate is a state-funded initiative that offers free community college
education to people who have been Massachusetts residents for at least one
year, have earned a high school diploma, are not in default on a student loan,
and have not yet obtained a bachelor’s degree.

e Michigan: Michigan Reconnect offers free community college tuition to adults aged 25
and older who do not have a college degree.

e Nevada: Nevada Promise Scholarship program offers scholarships that cover
community college tuition, making it free for eligible students.

e New Mexico: The New Mexico Opportunity Scholarship provides free tuition for
residents attending in-state public colleges.

e Rhode Island: Recipients of Rhode Island’s Promise can attend the Community College
of Rhode Island and earn an associate degree with no tuition costs.

e Tennessee: The Tennessee Promise offers high school graduates two years of
tuition-free attendance at a community or technical college.

e West Virginia: The West Virginia Invests program covers tuition for state residents
attending community or technical colleges in West Virginia.

3. Scholarships and Grants
Applying for scholarships and grants can significantly reduce or eliminate tuition costs:

Federal Pell Grant: Provides need-based grants to low-income undergraduate students.
Private Scholarships: Organizations like the Gates Millennium Scholars Program and
the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation offer substantial scholarships.

e Local Scholarships: Many community foundations and local organizations provide
scholarships to residents.

4. Military Service
Serving in the U.S. military can offer educational benefits:

e Gl Bill: Provides financial support for education and housing to veterans.


https://www.in.gov/dwd/nextleveljobs/workforce-ready-grant/
https://workreadykentucky.com/
https://mylosfa.la.gov/students-parents/scholarships-grants/tops/
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/programs/masseducate.asp
https://bristolcc.edu/getstartedatbristol/masseducate.html
https://www.michigan.gov/reconnect
https://thepef.org/scholarships-plus/
https://scholarships.unm.edu/Resources/opportunity-scholarship.html
https://www.ccri.edu/ripromise/
https://www.collegefortn.org/tnpromise/
https://www.cfwv.com/financial-aid/wv-invests-grant/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants/pell
https://www.gmsp.org/
https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/
https://www.va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/

e Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC): Offers scholarships in exchange for service
commitments post-graduation.

5. Work-College Programs
Some colleges integrate work into their educational model, offsetting tuition costs:

e Warren Wilson College (North Carolina): Requires students to work on campus, with

earnings applied toward tuition.

e Sterling College (Vermont): Emphasizes work-learning-service, with all students
participating in campus jobs.

6. International Tuition-Free Education

Several countries offer free or low-cost higher education to international students, including
Americans:

Germany: Public universities charge minimal or no tuition fees for international students.
Norway: Universities offer free education; however, the cost of living can be high.
Finland: Offers free tuition in Finnish or Swedish; English-taught programs may have
fees.

Iceland: Free public universities, but high cost of living

Austria: Nominal tuition fees for non-EU international students.

Greece: Small tuition fees for non-EU international students at public universities.
France: Low tuition fees at public universities; proficiency in French is typically required.

For more information on countries offering free or affordable education, consult Investopedia's
article on European countries with free college tuition.

7. Employer Tuition Assistance
Some employers offer tuition assistance or reimbursement programs:

e Corporate Programs: Companies like Starbucks and Amazon provide educational

benefits to employees.
e Public Service Loan Forgiveness: Forgives remaining loan balances after 10 years of

qualifying public service employment and payments.

By exploring these options, Americans can pursue higher education without the burden of
substantial debt.


https://www.todaysmilitary.com/education-training/rotc-programs
https://www.warren-wilson.edu/
https://www.sterlingcollege.edu/
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/080616/6-countries-virtually-free-college-tuition.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/080616/6-countries-virtually-free-college-tuition.asp
https://careers.starbucks.com/benefits/education/
https://careerchoice.amazon/
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service

