EVOLVAGE - Legal Advice Everyone Should Know

(Not legal representation—always consult a licensed attorney for specific legal advice.)

Knowing your legal rights can protect you from self-incrimination, unlawful searches, and
violations of due process. Below is a list of critical legal principles that everyone should know,
based on constitutional and legal protections in the U.S.

£ Know Your Rights £

1. You Have the Right to Remain Silent (5th Amendment)

e You don’t have to answer any questions from law enforcement, and you have the right to
remain silent.You DO NOT have to answer police questions beyond providing basic
identification in states where ID laws require it.

You can say “l am exercising my right to remain silent.”

If you keep talking, anything you say can and will be used against you in court.
Circumstance: If you're ever detained or arrested, it's crucial to remember that anything
you say can be used against you in court. Politely exercise your right to remain silent until
you have a lawyer present.

& Exception: Some states (like Texas) require you to identify yourself if stopped for a lawful
reason.

2. You Have the Right to an Attorney (6th Amendment) - Don't Speak to the
Police Without a Lawyer

e You are not obligated to speak to the police without a lawyer present. If you are arrested,
say: "l want to speak to a lawyer."
Once you request a lawyer, police must stop questioning you.
Do NOT keep talking, even if they pressure you.
Circumstance: Once you ask for a lawyer, police questioning must stop. Anything you
say before that could potentially harm your case.

** Mistake to Avoid: Thinking you can "talk your way out" of an arrest.

3. You Can Refuse a Police Search of Your Car, Home, or Body

You can say: "l do not consent to a search."

Police Need One of These to Search Your Property:

"4 Your Consent (Don't give it!)

"4 A Warrant (Signed by a judge)

{74 Probable Cause (Evidence of a crime, like drugs in plain sight)

& Exception: If you're arrested, police can search your immediate surroundings for weapons or
evidence.

4. Police Must Have Probable Cause to Search You or Your Property



e Tip: Police need probable cause (a reasonable belief that a crime has been committed) to
search your person or property.

e Circumstance: You can refuse a search if the police do not have a warrant or probable
cause. However, if they have a warrant or reasonable belief, they may search your home,
vehicle, or person.

5. You Can Refuse to Let Police Search Your House or Car Without a
Warrant

e Tip: In most cases, you have the right to deny the police entry to your home without a
warrant.

e Circumstance: If the police do not have a warrant, you do not have to allow them into
your home. However, there are exceptions like if they have exigent circumstances (e.g., a
threat of imminent danger or destruction of evidence).

6. Police Need a wWarrant to Search Your House - You Do NOT Have to
Open the Door for Police Without a Warrant

e If police knock on your door:

[74Police generally need a warrant signed by a judge to search your home.
"4 You can speak through the door without opening it.

{74 Ask, "Do you have a warrant?"

{4 If they do not, you can refuse entry.

e Circumstance: The warrant must be specific about where and what is being searched.
You can refuse a search if the police do not have a valid warrant, except in cases of
immediate threat.

s& Exception: If police have probable cause (hearing screaming inside, seeing a crime in
progress), they can enter without a warrant.

7. You Don’t Have to Show ID Unless Driving or Under Arrest - You Do NOT
Have to Show ID to Police (In Most States)

e You are not required to carry identification or show it unless you are driving or have been
lawfully arrested.

e In some states (like Texas, Florida, Nevada), you must provide your name if police
lawfully detain you.
In other states, you do not have to show ID unless driving or flying.
Circumstance: While certain states have "stop and identify" laws requiring you to show
ID if requested, you do not have to show ID if you’re simply walking on the street and
haven’t been detained.

s#* Exception: If you are driving, you must provide a license and registration.

8. You Can Deny a Police Search of Your Car if They Don’t Have Probable
Cause



e Tip: You can refuse a search of your car if the police do not have a warrant or probable
cause.

e Circumstance: Police cannot search your car without a warrant or reasonable cause
unless you consent or there are exceptional circumstances (e.g., visible drugs, weapons,
or imminent danger).

9. You Have the Right to an Attorney - Police Must Read You Your Miranda
Rights (If You Are in Custody & Being Questioned)

e |[f you are arrested, police must inform you of your rights, including the right to remain
silent and the right to an attorney. This is called the Miranda warning.
e Miranda Rights include:
{4 Right to remain silent
74 Right to an attorney
74 Anything you say can be used against you
e Circumstance: If you are in custody and being interrogated, the police must read you
your rights. If they fail to do so, any statements you make may not be admissible in court
e |[f police fail to read you your rights, your statements may be inadmissible in court.

s# Exception: Miranda rights do not apply if you are not in custody or not being interrogated.

10. You Have the Right to Refuse Consent for a Search

Tip: You can refuse consent if the police ask to search your home, car, or belongings.
Circumstance: You can refuse a search even if the police have no warrant. They may
still proceed with a search if they have a valid reason (such as a reasonable suspicion or
in the case of certain crimes).

11. Don’t Resist Arrest, but Don’t Consent to lllegal Searches

e Tip: Never resist arrest, but you can assert your rights.
e Circumstance: If you believe the arrest is unlawful, you should comply during the arrest
and later challenge it in court. Resisting arrest could lead to additional charges.

12. If You Are Being Detained, You Have the Right to Know Why

e Tip: If a police officer is detaining you, they must tell you the reason.
e Circumstance: You can ask the officer why you are being detained. If the officer cannot
provide a valid reason, you may have the right to leave.

13. You Can Record the Police in Public Spaces

e You have the right to film police in public, as long as you are not interfering with their
duties.

e |If police tell you to stop, you can say: "I have the right to record under the First
Amendment."

e Circumstance: Make sure you do not obstruct or interfere with the police during their
work. However, recording or filming can provide crucial evidence and protect your rights.

& Mistake to Avoid: Getting too close—stay at a reasonable distance.



14. If You Are Arrested, Do NOT Resist

e Even if the arrest is unfair, resisting can lead to extra charges.
e Stay calm and fight it in court, not on the street.

& Mistake to Avoid: Running, arguing, or physically resisting—it makes things worse.

15. Never Admit Guilt or Say Too Much

e The less you say, the better—even casual statements can be used against you.
e Always answer questions with: "l want to speak to my attorney."

s Mistake to Avoid: Trying to "explain" your way out—police are trained to get confessions.

16. If Arrested, You Have the Right to a Phone Call

e Tip: Once you're arrested, you have the right to contact a lawyer or family member.
e Circumstance: You can make a phone call, but be mindful that phone calls made from
jail may be monitored.

17. You Have the Right to a Speedy Trial (6th Amendment)

e You cannot be held indefinitely without charges.
e [f jailed, ask your lawyer to file for a speedy trial.

& Mistake to Avoid: Assuming the system will move fast on its own—it won't.

18. You Have the Right to a Fair Trial

e Tip: You have the constitutional right to a fair trial, which includes the right to an attorney,
a jury of your peers, and a defense against the charges.

e Circumstance: If you're facing serious charges, it is essential to have competent legal
representation to ensure a fair trial.

19. Bail Is NOT Automatic — You Can Request a Hearing
e |[f bail is set too high, you can request a bail reduction hearing.

& Mistake to Avoid: Thinking you have to accept the first bail amount.

20. Police Can’t Stop and Search You Without Reasonable Suspicion (in
some states)

e Tip: In some states, police can stop you only if they have reasonable suspicion that
you're involved in criminal activity.

e Circumstance: If you are stopped by the police and they do not have a reasonable
suspicion, you may have the right to leave.

21. You Can Refuse a Field Sobriety Test (But Not a Breathalyzer in Some
States)



e You can refuse a field sobriety test (walking in a straight line, touching your nose).
e BUT, in most states, refusing a breathalyzer means an automatic license suspension.

& Mistake to Avoid: Thinking refusal will prevent a DUI arrest—it can actually make it worse.

22. If Sued, Respond to Court Notices Immediately

e Ignoring a lawsuit means you automatically lose.
e You usually have 30 days to respond—get a lawyer!

& Mistake to Avoid: Not showing up to court—this leads to default judgments.

Final Thoughts: Stay Informed, Stay Protected
Your legal rights exist to protect you—but only if you know them.

%’ Key Takeaways:

74 Remain silent & request a lawyer if arrested.
(74 Never consent to a search without a warrant.
{74 stay calm & never resist arrest physically.
74 Record police interactions if possible.

74 Know your ID laws based on your state.

£2 ALWAYS consult a lawyer for legal issues—your rights depend on the circumstances! £

Remember that while these tips cover general rights, laws can vary depending on where you live,
so it's always advisable to familiarize yourself with your local laws and consult with an attorney if

needed.
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